Entry requirements for foreign nationals & Visa Application Form
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VISA FEE

The Schengen visa fee is R 840.00.

General requirements for all applications : 

· Visa application form, carefully completed and signed by the applicant; 

· 2 recent (not older than 6 months) colour passport photographs that comply with the Schengen requirements

· Original passport which must be valid for at least three months beyond requested stay in Switzerland

· Photocopy of passport

· Residents of South Africa, Lesotho, Swaziland, Botswana and Mauritius must show a valid residence permit 

· Proof of sufficient funds in form of 3 months of bank statements. Neither cash nor bank letters are accepted 

· Letter of employment, registration of company, student enrolment confirmation or whichever applies, on an original letterhead 

· For applicants who are minors, a full birth certificate, the written consent of both parents as well as the copies of the signed parental passports are required 

· Flight Itinerary or copy of flight ticket 

· Travel Insurance up to a minimum amount of EUR 30’000 or proof of existing medical & overseas cover; and 
Business Visa: 

Written invitation from the company to be visited in Switzerland. Confirmation of employment and position held in local firm on an original company letterhead. 
In the case of a one year multiple entry visa request, the request must be explicitly stated in both the employment letter from South Africa as well as the invitation from Switzerland. However, please note, that whether a one year visa is granted or not is decided on a case to case basis.

Tourist Visa: 

Travel itinerary, written confirmation of hotel reservations. 
Proof of sufficient means to cover the cost of your stay, such as a current bank statement, travellers’ cheques (min. requirements CHF 100.- about ZAR 900.00 per day or 50% of this amount for students). 

Visitors Visa: 

Foreigners who are invited by a Swiss citizen or a resident of Switzerland must have an signed invitation letter with address and contact details, accompanied by a copy of Swiss passport / ID card or Swiss Resident Permit (for foreigners living in Switzerland). 
In certain cases a «Declaration of Guarantee» may be required. This form must be 
filled-in by the applicant and by the host in Switzerland and must be stamped by the Alien 
Police of the Canton of residence of the host. In this case the application will take longer.
Issuing time: 


4 days for tourist, business and transit visas for SA nationals (up to 14 days for other countries, if consultation is necessary) 
 



Applications: 

Embassy Pretoria 
First time Schengen visa applicants have to apply in person. Applicants who have been in possession of a Schengen visa in the past two years are exempted from this and can send their applications by courier. An appointment is necessary and can be made by telephone at the following number: 012 452 06 62, from 1:30 pm - 4:00 pm. Monday - Thursday only. 

 
Consulate Cape Town 
No appointment is necessary during normal opening hours at the Consulate in Cape Town.
