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Bulgaria

All applicants to apply in person at the Embassy in Pretoria:

Embassy of the Republic of Bulgaria

1071 Church Street

Hatfield,

Pretoria, 0083

Tel: 012 342 3720 / 012 342 7941

Fax: 012 342 3721

Website: www.bulgari.bg
Short-stay visa (type C)


A short-stay visa is issued to a foreigner entering the country once, twice or many times, for a total period of residence of up to 90 days within any 6-month period, starting from the date of first entry. A multiple-entry short-stay visa may be valid for up to 12 months, or, as an exception, up to 5 years, subject to the following conditions: 


1. a multiple-entry visa with a period of validity of up to one year may be issued to a foreigner, provided that in the past year he/she obtained a short-stay visa and that visa was used in accordance with the legal provisions regulating entry and residence in the Republic of Bulgaria, and further provided that there are grounds for applying for a multiple-entry visa;

2. a multiple-entry visa with a period of validity of no more than 5 years may be issued to a foreigner, provided that in the past two years he/she obtained and used a multiple-entry visa valid for one year in accordance with the legal provisions regulating entry and residence in the Republic of Bulgaria, and further provided that the grounds for applying for a multiple-entry visa are still valid.
A multiple-entry short-stay visa may be issued to a foreigner who:


1. maintains long-term business relations with Bulgarian individuals or legal entities pursuing commercial activities within the meaning of the Commerce Act;

2. maintains long-term business relations with Bulgarian legal entities pursuing activities within the meaning of the Non-Profit Legal Entities Act;
3. maintains long-term business relations with representative offices of foreign legal entities registered under Article 24 of the Investment Promotion Act;
4. has a significant contribution to the development of bilateral relations with the Republic of Bulgaria;
5. is a member of the family of a Bulgarian citizen within the meaning of the Foreigners in the Republic of Bulgaria Act;
6. is a member of the family of a citizen of the European Union, of the European Economic Area or of the Swiss Confederation residing in the Republic of Bulgaria on a long-term basis;
7. is a member of the family of a foreigner residing in the Republic of Bulgaria on a long-term basis while keeping his/her usual place of residence abroad;
8. is an international road transport driver or a passenger/freight railroad transport crew member.
To submit a short-stay visa application, the applicant shall present:


1. a valid international travel document;

2. a photocopy of those pages of the international travel document which contain the personal data and the visas affixed and/or a photocopy of the residence permits held;
3. a recent passport-size colour photograph;
4. documents substantiating the visa request and copies thereof;
5. proof of availability of the necessary means of subsistence, amounting to a minimum of EUR 50 for each day of the duration of residence applied for in the visa application or an equivalent amount in another freely convertible currency, but no less than EUR 500 or an equivalent amount in another freely convertible currency, or a document evidencing prepaid tourist services;
6. proof of availability of the necessary funds for accommodation, amounting to at least EUR 50 for each day of the duration of residence applied for in the visa application or an equivalent amount in another freely convertible currency, or a document evidencing prepaid accommodation at a tourist accommodation facility, or a declaration of invitation from a Bulgarian natural or legal person, whereby that person undertakes to cover all expenses for the period of residence of the foreigner in the territory of the Republic of Bulgaria ;
7. proof of availability of the funds necessary for leaving the country, or a ticket, or in case of entry by a vehicle driven by the foreigner – funds amounting to at least EUR 100 or an equivalent amount in another freely convertible currency;
8. an original and a copy of an insurance policy issued by an insurance company licensed to pursue insurance activities in the territory of the European Union, with a minimum coverage amounting to EUR 30,000, to cover any repatriation, emergency medical aid and emergency hospital treatment costs for the duration of residence. Applicants for a multiple-entry short-stay visa need to present an insurance policy only for the duration of the first visit planned.
The declaration of invitation to be drawn up by an individual for the purpose of issuance of a short-stay visa for a foreigner’s private visit to the Republic of Bulgaria shall be drafted in accordance with a standard form, notarised, and then certified by the foreigners administrative control authorities, subject to the following documents being presented: 

· a declaration of property status of the inviter;
· a certificate of income issued by the inviter’s employer, or a copy of a tax return under Article 50 of the Personal Income Tax Act for the previous year, with an incoming number assigned by the relevant Territorial Directorate of the National Revenue Agency.
The declaration of invitation to be drawn up by an individual or a legal entity doing business under the Commerce Act for the purpose of issuance of a short-stay visa for business shall be drafted in accordance with a standard form, signed and stamped by the inviter, notarised, and then certified by the foreigners administrative control authorities, subject to the following documents being presented: 

· a certificate of good standing of the legal entity/individual concerned issued by the Registry Agency under the Commercial Register Act (valid for 3 months);
· a copy of the inviter’s tax return for the previous year, with an incoming number assigned by the relevant Territorial Directorate of the National Revenue Agency.

The declaration of invitation to be drawn up by a legal entity registered under the Non-Profit Legal Entities Act for the purpose of issuance of a short-stay visa for business shall be drafted in accordance with a standard form, signed and stamped by the inviter, notarised, and then certified by the foreigners administrative control authorities, subject to the following documents being presented: 

· a certificate of good standing of the legal entity concerned issued by the relevant regional court (valid for 3 months);
· a copy of a certificate of registration with the relevant Territorial Directorate of the National Revenue Agency operating at the location of the legal entity’s seat.

The declaration of invitation to be drawn up by a representative office of a foreign legal entity registered under Article 24 of the Investment Promotion Act for the purpose of issuance of a short-stay visa for business shall be drafted in accordance with a standard form, signed and stamped by the inviter, notarised, and then certified by the foreigners administrative control authorities, subject to the following documents being presented: 

· a certificate of good standing of the representative office concerned issued by the Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (valid for 3 months);
· a copy of a certificate of registration with the relevant Territorial Directorate of the National Revenue Agency.
Proving the purpose of the trip:

Private visit – A declaration of invitation to a private visit to the Republic of Bulgaria for a foreigner; 

Business trip - A declaration of invitation to a business trip to the Republic of Bulgaria for a foreigner; 

Cultural exchange – A letter of invitation by the Ministry of Culture or the relevant municipal mayor; 

Sports – A letter of invitation by the Ministry of Physical Education and Sports or the relevant sports club;

Medical treatment – A duly issued certificate from a medical institution, indicating a treatment and rehabilitation plan; an epicrisis from a local hospital;

Tourism


Non-organised (individual) tourism

· a booking for a Bulgarian tourist accommodation facility (hotel);
· a return flight booking or ticket (it is possible to present a booking upon submitting the visa application, and the ticket itself – upon the issuance of the visa) or proof of availability of the funds needed for returning;
Organised (individual) tourism

· a tourist voucher of the sending travel agency; a list of all tourists in each group;
Application documents for organised tours may only be submitted by accredited travel agencies.
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